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Jazz Notes

• The Annual Labor Day Picnic for JSOP members and invited guests takes place at the home of Drs. Bobby and Carol Andrews on September 6 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  This event features barbeque with all the trimmings and dessert.  Beer, wine and soda will be available for purchase.  Joe Occhipinti will be in charge of music and all musicians are welcome to jam.  Bring lawn chairs and an appetite, and enjoy great music and fellowship.  This is a fundraiser with a cost of $20.00 per person and reservations (required) can be made by calling the JSOP office (433-8382) or Glen Perry (626-2017).  The deadline for reservations is August 30.

Directions:  Turn east (left coming from Pensacola) at first traffic light in Gulf Breeze.  Park at Brunos or the Post Office.  The Andrews residence is 102 Northcliff in Gulf Breeze.

• Jazz Gumbos
September 18 - Pianist Al Martin will be joined by Walt Kattner on guitar and Ted Johnson on drums.  Al entertains five nights a week at the Ramada Inn  Bayview; Walt was our April Gumbo artist.

October 16 - Popular singer Kitt Lough and will entertain with keyboardist David Shelander and other musicians forming a mini-big band.  Kitt performed in both the 2005 and 2006 JazzFests.

November 20 - Joe Occhipinti and The Dixie Land Dandies will have us dancing. 

December 4 - Paul Bruketa and Easy Street will present “Jingle Jazz,” their gift to the society.  This is free, but donations will be appreciated.

• Norm’s “Retirement” Party
On July 8, Seville Quarter was packed with approximately 300 friends, associates, musicians and well wishers paying tribute to Norm Vickers for his 23 years of service to the jazz community.  Many musicians came together to present a three-set jazz afternoon followed by an open jam session.  Joe Occhipinti’s Big Band opened.  The next featured performer, Connie Jones, a world renowned trumpeter from New Orleans, played his arrangements accompanied by seven area musicians.  Paul Bruketa and Easy Street closed the formal show.  An open jam session ensued.  Although referred to as a “retirement” party Norm isn’t gone, just stepping down from day to day activities.

• “JazzFest Goes On”
As we go to press we look forward to JazzFest Goes On to be held Saturday, August 12 at Seville Quarter.  Past JFGO events have been big successes and we expect this semi-annual fund raiser to follow suit.  All proceeds go toward JazzFest, the annual two-day FREE community concert in Seville Square.

• News You Can Use
JSOP will be producing and mailing a newsletter ever other month.  If you have an article you’d like to submit for consideration, please email Sharon Muncie at sharonjsop@bellsouth.net.

If you are not receiving “jazz alerts” via email, please email your correct address to the above.  If you do not have email, please call the office 805-433 8382.

We need your help.  JSOP can only be as strong as its membership wills it to be.  We need help with selling newsletter ads, making phone calls, fundraising, working at door for gumbos, selling 50/50 tickets, and more.  Don’t wait to be asked.  Volunteer!  Bring your ideas to “Sparkplugs” meetings.  Starting in September “Sparks” will meet at Seville Quarter (but not in Phineas Phogg’s) at 4:00 p.m., before the monthly Jazz Gumbos

The Jazz Patriot

By Roger Villines

Why is jazz important?  Why should we support the art of jazz?  There are many reasons, including the mere fact that jazz is fun to listen to and perform.  One reason not often thought of is that supporting jazz is actually an act of patriotism.  Jazz was created in America by the people of America and personifies Americanism.

Only in America could jazz have happened.  The magical mix of blues, ragtime, and band music in multicultural New Orleans was not going to happen in Europe, Africa, the Caribbean, or anywhere else.  It could only result from the unique American culture that literally forced the mixing of essential ingredients.  Black slaves brought African music practices and instruments and originated work songs (mixed with a little gospel) leading to early blues.  European/Western music practices brought scales, chords, and associated theory and instruments into the mix.  The cultural forces that provided the catalyst for this mixing were often less than admirable and fraught with difficulty, i.e., slavery and the Jim Crow post-civil war South, but that too is part of the American fabric.  America is a multicultural society as jazz is a multicultural music.  The resulting jazz music is not black or white, but rather black and white (and Latin and oriental and so on).  Sounds pretty American to me.

Add to this the very American values of freedom and innovation.  Jazz pianist Thelonious Monk said, “Jazz and freedom go hand in hand.”  The act of improvising jazz is a way of expressing individual freedom while at the same time working within a team with others as they express their individual freedom.  Such a process inevitably leads to innovation, which is clearly seen in the explosion of styles that are all called jazz.  Sounds pretty American to me.

When we support jazz, we are celebrating and encouraging the ideals and values of America, and thus become a “jazz patriot.”  So there you have it - another good reason to keep on supporting jazz and the Jazz Society of Pensacola.  Did I mention that jazz is fun too?

Ad Space Now Available in JSOP Newsletter
The Jazz Society of Pensacola (JSOP), now in its 23rd year, is currently accepting advertisements in its newsletter.  The Jazz Society published six newsletters per year.  The JSOP newsletter is produced in the 8 1/2" x 11" format and is printed on distinctive cream colored stock.

 


Total circulation is seven hundred (700) monthly.   The newsletter goes not only to its members in the Central Gulf Coast area but to corresponding members throughout the US and Canada.  Complimentary exchange newsletters go to thirty (30) Jazz Societies and allied persons and organizations.

The Newsletter is also put on our website and distributed at various jazz-related functions.

Advertisements are accepted on a prepaid basis only.  Send us your prepared advertisement or let us know the desired content and we will format it for you.

 

Prices for 6 issues are as follows:
 





Month
Year (6 issues) 

Full Page

$65 

$390

Half-page

$45     

$270

Quarter-page

$30     

$180

Business card Size
$10 

$60

 

Advertisers may alter their ads as necessary, giving us the appropriate changes.  Deadline for advertising copy is 30 days prior to the first of the month of issue.

A “Thank You” from Norm Vickers
 

From the retiring Volunteer Executive Director:  I was honored and overwhelmed at the jazz jam given in my honor on Sunday, July 9th.  Your presence and good wishes were extra special.  Thanks to many of you who sent notes of greeting and clippings.  I’m grateful to the board for planning the event and to Crystal Joy Albert, chair of the event, Joe Occhipinti and the musicians who donated their time and talents to make it happen.  It was a very special treat to have New Orleans trumpet legend Connie Jones (and wife Elaine) to attend and perform.  The special cake was great!  Thanks, too, for all the support and encouragement over the years.  We couldn’t have a great jazz society without YOUR participation and support.  Remember, if you want live jazz, you must support it with your presence and your dollars!

The Jazz Society is in good hands with Roger Villines as Board President.  Your board - Crystal Joy Albert, Chuck Minnich, Sharon Muncie and Glen Perry - is capable and talented.  I’ll be around cheering and helping them as a volunteer.

 Jazz at the Library Project Goes Forward

By now, it is hoped that most of the Jazz Society members and the Pensacola community are aware of the cooperative effort of the Jazz Society and the Friends of the Library in maintaining an outstanding collection of jazz books, CDs and video recordings at the Main Public Library, 200 W. Gregory Street.  The current collection is valued at $9,500.  With the upcoming donation/purchase, the value will be near $11,000.

Background: in the mid-1980s when LP records were being supplanted by CDs, the Jazz Society was approached by Eugene Fischer, head of West Florida Regional Library, to assist them in starting a significant jazz collection.  We were aware that similar collections had been initiated with this type of cooperative effort.  The Jazz Club of Sarasota was one of the pioneers in similar projects.  The plan was that the JSOP would provide the direction for purchases and that the Library and/or Friends of the Library would match our donation.  It was felt that a broader perspective was needed, so JSOP asked George Buck of New Orleans and Gus Statiras of Tifton, GA to help guide our initial selections.  Mr. Buck is owner of the Jazzology label and a number of other labels.  The late Gus Statiras was a record producer and record dealer who had assisted the Jazz Society in producing three jazz parties from 1989 to 1991.  The initial plan was to get quality recordings which were not currently obtainable easily by the average record purchaser.  There were a number of purchases from the Smithsonian Institution. 

Subsequent purchases included jazz books, some rare, with the help of a West Coast book dealer.  Mosaic Records, a unique company which specializes in putting together collections by a specific artist or group, was especially helpful in our efforts.  For example, we have collections from that label from Count Basie (8 CDs), Stan Kenton (8 CDs), Four Freshmen,  jazz pianists and others.  The Mosaic collections come with an informative book, including photographs, making this series an especially educational one.  Collections such as these, some valued over $100, would not likely be purchased by the beginning jazz enthusiast.  One year, we purchased a collection from Jamey Aebersold, a famous jazz educator, of the “100 most important records in jazz.” 

After the Ken Burns PBS series on jazz - 17 episodes - we added those videotapes and the accompanying book to the collection.

Currently, approximately 90 CDs will be added to the collection from the estate of late saxophonist Al Angstadt.  When performers come to Pensacola JazzFest, we ask that they donate a CD for our library collection.

Your JSOP board has voted to contribute $1,000 to the collection - $500 currently and $500 later in the year.  With matching funds from the Library, this will amount to a $2,000 increase in value.  The current order will include a number of Jazz DVDs.  Someone has said that the best way to listen to jazz is to watch it.  The DVDs should help meet that need.  Ralph Knowles and Vickers are working with the Eugene Fischer and Melissa Thacker of the Library and Betty Hooton, president of the Friends of the Library, on this project and other possible cooperative programs.

The Library staff estimates that 10% of the jazz collection is checked out by their patrons at any given time.  They emphasize that many students use these facilities for background for school papers and projects.  They are excited, as we are, about the upcoming additions.

The Library Jazz Project is second only to the Pensacola JazzFest in promoting awareness and celebration of America’s Music - Jazz.

Member News

Carolyn Lyons has had knee surgery and now is walking with much less pain.  She and Dick hope to return to “the Gumbo Scene” soon.

Radine and Bob Gray, JSOP members now of McMinnville, TN, report that Bob had a medical set-back a few months ago, but that he’s  now recovered.  They like their new location and friendly neighbors in the hurricane-free zone.  Radine and Bob were long-time JSOP activists with Radine serving as archivist for the JSOP for several years.  We miss seeing their friendly faces.

It was good to see Pat Jolly back at the JSOP Gumbo looking well and cheerful.  She is in complete remission, feeling great, looking forward to the “JazzFest Goes On” Celebration, and ready for any volunteer work and support she can provide to the Society in her “Gift of Life.”  She says: “Thanks for all the many prayers.”

John Hodgkins is doing pretty well.  He has had four chemo treatments and may get one more.  He has to stick close to home for now but sure misses all of us and the functions of JSOP.  He says: “Am with you all in spirit.  Will get back one of these days.”

Congratulations to Bob Maksymkow and fiancee Andrea on their recent marriage.

Renewing Members
Charles and Shirley Price - Little Rock, AR

Roger and Mary Anne MacDonald - Pensacola

Frances Isern - Pensacola

Nancy Harrelson - Gulf Breeze

Milton and Dona Usry - Pensacola

Suzanna Ellard - Pensacola

Barbara Bruner - Atlanta, GA

David and Anne Merrick Price - Pensacola

Jack and Lynn Keller - Gulf Breeze

Garnier Minnich - Pensacola

New Members
Peggy J. Applegate - Pensacola

Glenna P. Sirmans - Pensacola

Clare Reynolds and James Nims - Pensacola

John and Lisa Dombroskie - Canton

Glenn and Sharon Barbee - Pensacola

Kathie Petkovic - Pensacola

Dari Cook - Gulf Breeze

David C. Rohan - Pensacola

Michael W. Clark - Birmingham, AL

Jeremy Coortade and Kristen Rawlinson - Pensacola

Philip and Martha Pfeiffer - Pensacola

Arthur Braaten and Sabra Parkin - Pensacola

Bob Zeanah - Magnolia Springs, AL

William and Sharon Hull - Fort Walton Beach, FL
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